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10 KEY FINDINGS 
IN SEARCH OF SUSTAINABILITY ... AND REGIONAL IDENTITY 

 
Our review of regional sustainability and 
demographic trends has led us to highlight the 
following conclusions. 
 
Brain Drain is Real. 
 
There are more than one-fifth fewer 
people in the 20 to 34 age bracket 
today than there were in 1990-a tre-
mendous loss of talent that must be 
reversed. 
 
Sprawl is Out of Control. 
 
Urbanized land grew by 42.6 percent 
between 1982 and 1997-even though 
population was shrinking in that pe-
riod by 8 percent. 
Some Parts of Nature are Recov-
ering. 
 
Mussels and Great Blue Herons, 
which had virtually disappeared from 
our region, have made a comeback, 
and our air is cleaner that it has been 
in many decades. 
 

Use of Resources is Becoming Less 
Efficient. 
 
What we know about energy use sug-
gests that it is continuing to rise, and 
our recycling efforts are barely keep-
ing up with our growing garbage pro-
duction. 
 
Poor Families Face a Looming 
Housing Crisis. 
 
The gap between what a low-income 
family can afford and what a reason-
able apartment costs is growing. 
 
The Economy is in Surprisingly 
Good Shape. 
 
Wages are keeping up with inflation, 
unemployment has been low (even 
when rising nationwide), and houses 
have remained affordable for purchase 
by median income families. 
 
Too Few of Us Are Engaged as Citi-
zens. 
Our whole state’s “social capital” is on 
the low side, and many of us don’t 
vote ... the region needs a sharp up-
turn in volunteerism and civic engage-
ment, if it wants to improve itself. 

Some Citizens Face Stark Ineq-
uities. 
 
The region remains highly segre-
gated, and minorities continue to 
experience some harshly discrimi-
natory conditions. 
 
We Know Too Little about Eq-
uity in General. 
 
We know equity is important to a 
sustainable region, but we know 
very little about it, relative to its 
importance. 
 
We Know Too Little About Many 
Critical Trends. 
 
Energy consumption, community 
connectedness, regional coopera-
tion, adult learning, access to 
healthcare, culture and ameni-
ties ... these are just some of the 
issues that we know too little 
about, as a region, because indica-
tor information about them is either 
nonexistent, or hard to find. 
 




















