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UK Strategy

“A better quality of life for everyone, 
now and for generations to come”



Why do we need indicators?

• report on progress
• inform decision making
• get engagement
• be held to account
• summarise and simplify
• help focus on specific issues
• raise awareness



What do we expect of them?

• meaningful and resonant
• robust and technically sound 
• sensitive and reportable regularly
• based on available data 
• have objectives or targets



Wide involvement

• Consult within Government
• Consultation documents
• Stakeholder seminars / workshops
• Advisory groups of experts
• Public focus groups
• International experience

– OECD, UN CSD, EU



UK approach

• 15 headline indicators
! focus attention on what                            

sustainable development means
! give a broad overview of progress



UK approach

• 15 headline indicators

Economic growth

Investment

Employment

Poverty & social exclusion

Housing

Crime

Climate change

Air quality

Road traffic

River water quality

Wildlife
Land use

Waste

Health

Education



UK approach

• 132 core indicators
• Government Commitments:

• 15 headline indicators

! Headline indicators to move in the right direction
! Policies will be changed if necessary
! Others expected to take action too
! Annual progress reports
! Review after five years



Government Annual Report



The Barometer leaflet



Quality of life barometer
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Road traffic
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Public perceptions?
• Factors affecting people’s         

quality of life are reflected
• e.g. money, health and crime
• Only 2 in 5 people think              

quality of life is measured
• Headline issues regarded as 

important by the majority



How to integrate into policy?
• A big challenge but improving …
• Departments have to demonstrate 

contributions to progress
• Public Service Agreements
• Departmental strategies
• Ministerial involvement
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Wildlife
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Agricultural impacts
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Can we have indicators for all?
• headline indicators? 
• comprehensive versus manageable?
• maintenance & longevity?
• ownership and profile?
• families of indicators?
• regional and local indicators?
• aggregated indices?
• reviews?



More information

www.sustainable-development.gov.uk

Stephen.Hall@defra.gsi.gov.uk


